Quarterly's community of scholars that have made the journal what it is today. Not to some of you, not to the majority of you -but to all of you. Drawing on the expertise and support of the Executive Committee, Editorial Board and CUP, I will strive to demonstrate this commitment in the challenges and changes that lie ahead.
The challenges facing Xi Jinping's government are the outcomes of accumulated successes and failures. They exist in an interconnected global environment that both changes and is changed by China. The task facing China area studies is to research and theorize the processes and policies driving these outcomes by critically engaging with the existing literature and analysing original primary data. The Quarterly will continue to publish manuscripts that address aspects of China's governance and politics, and encourages submissions focusing on the country's "going out" (zou chuqu 走出去) policies.
The Quarterly receives significant numbers of manuscripts that rely on quantitative research methods and we will continue to publish the very best of them. Conversely, the space for conducting qualitative research is narrowing just as the importance of collective agency to governance in China is growing. In fact, policy innovation is often catalyzed by the various "movements" of those on the wrong side of China's economic success. Indeed, the concept of upholding rights (weiquan 维权) is now part of the official lexicon and academic discourse. I will therefore welcome manuscripts that demonstrate innovation in qualitative research methods grounded in relevant academic disciplines and able to generate new knowledge of economic, political and social relations across China.
In sum: continuity and adaptation to a changing environment. My priorities are to build on The China Quarterly's reputation in China area studies; encourage innovative research that rises to emerging opportunities and constraints; and develop scholarship on China's role in the world. Finally, lest there be any confusion, high-quality articles will continue to be warmly received by the Quarterly, irrespective of the subject matter they address.
